Disseminated infection associated with corticosteroid therapy after transduodenal sphincteroplasty.
Treatment with oral prednisolone appears to have precipitated an episode of ascending cholangitis in an asymptomatic 55-year-old patient. He had undergone a Pólya partial gastrectomy, a cholecystectomy and a sphincteroplasty 19, 6 and 2 years earlier, respectively. The cholangitis was complicated by septicaemia with six different enteric organisms including aerobes and anaerobes. He developed liver and lung abscesses, and an indolent Pseudomonas aeruginosa septic arthritis of both hip joints. The patient eventually made a complete recovery, but required surgical replacement of both hips.